
International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Program 

Frequently Asked Questions 
The following are a few questions that parents, guardians, and students have asked over the 
years. If you have any other questions, please contact Mrs. Barnard at 
shawnbarnard@spsk12.net. 

 
What type of computer do we need at home? 

Suffolk Public Schools provides all students with Chromebooks. Any work expected to 
be completed outside of class can be done on the Chromebooks. Open lab time is 
provided before and after school if students need extra time to work with course 
software. 

Is there transportation or do I have to drive my student to school? 
There is bus transportation for all students. Bus routes are planned with out of zone 
specialty program students in mind. 

Do I have to complete an out of zone waiver every year? 
No. Based on your student’s enrollment in the program, they are already in the system 
for transportation. 

Can my student participate in sports and clubs? 
Any student enrolled in the IB Diploma Program is a Bulldog and is eligible to participate 
in clubs and tryout for sports at King’s Fork High School. We strongly encourage all 
students to find a way to get involved at King’s Fork High School. 

Is summer school required? 
No. Students may take a course in summer school to open space in their schedule for 
other electives. However, summer school does not offer honors level courses so 
students will not be able to take math or science courses in summer school while in the 
IB Diploma Program. They may elect to take a VDOE graduation requirement course 
during the summer.  

Does my student have to take all honors classes? Are they weighted? 
Students enrolled in the IB Program will be primarily honors classes with the exception of 
Personal Finance and Economics and Health/PE 9/10. All PreIB courses, with the 
exception of the World Language courses, are considered honors and have a +.5 
weight. IB courses taken during 11th and 12th grade are all weighted +1.0. 



 

Can my student get college credit? 
There are many colleges and universities that recognize the IB Diploma Program and 
certificate courses but the decision for college credit differs by institution. Students will 
have to check with college and university admissions’ offices to see what credit is 
available.  

What happens if my student is no longer interested in the IB Diploma Program? 
Sometimes a student realizes that the IB Diploma Program is not for them, and that is 
okay. Students who wish to exit the program must conference with Mrs. Barnard and a 
parent/guardian and put into writing their desire to exit.  

If my student leaves the program, can they stay at NRHS? 
Out of zone students who unenroll from the specialty program will return to the school  

 
 


